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Wrongtully imprisoned on Devil’s Island for a crime he did not commit, Captain Spar has spent
years dreaming of escape and revenge against the man who betrayed him. When fate finally offers
him a chance at freedom, he finds himself responsible not only for his own survival but also for the
lives of innocent passengers caught in the path of a devastating Caribbean hurricane. The author
combines maritime adventure, suspense and redemption in a fast-paced story where courage,
leadership and justice are tested against the forces of both nature and human betrayal.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: DEVIL'S ISLAND, CARIBBEAN SHIPPING AND HURRICANES

Hurricane is set in the French Caribbean during the 1930s, when merchant ships carried sugar,
rum and other goods throughout the region. Before modern weather satellites and forecasting
systems, captains relied on experience, changing winds, barometric pressure, cloud formations and
sea conditions to predict approaching storms. Hurricanes posed one of the greatest dangers to
ships operating throughout the Caribbean.

'The novel also draws upon the history of French Guiana’s notorious penal colonies, including
Devil’s Island. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, France transported thousands of
prisoners to prison camps in French Guiana. Many endured brutal labor, tropical diseases, harsh
conditions and extremely high death rates. Although Devil’s Island itself housed relatively

tew prisoners, its name became synonymous with the entire penal colony system and inspired
countless books, films and adventure stories.

When Hurricane was published in 1937, readers would have immediately recognized both the
teared prison colonies and the destructive power of Caribbean hurricanes. The author combines
these authentic historical elements into a fictional adventure about justice, survival, leadership
and redemption.

CHAPTER ONE: ESCAPE FROM DEVIL'S ISLAND

How has five years of wrongful imprisonment changed Captain Spar, and which parts of

his character have remained unchanged? Captain Spar begins the story carrying both physical
hardship and emotional determination. Discuss how prolonged injustice aftects a person’s outlook
while also revealing inner strength.



How does the author’s portrayal of Devil’s Island compare with the historical French
penal colonies? The novel describes harsh prison conditions based on one of history’s most
infamous penal systems. Compare the fictional setting with the real history of French Guiana’s
prison colonies.

Why does Chacktar manipulate Tom Perry into believing he committed a crime, and what
does this suggest about the power of deception? False beliefs can influence people’s actions as
effectively as facts. Discuss whether deception can ever be justified if it serves a larger purpose, or
whether it inevitably creates greater harm.

CHAPTER TWO: A NEW BEGINNING AT SEA

Why do Peg Mannering and Tom Perry continue toward marriage despite clear signs that
they may not be well-suited for one another? The chapter suggests that family expectations, social
standing and business interests can influence important personal decisions. Discuss how these
pressures have affected relationships throughout history and continue to do so today.

How does Captain Spar’s first meeting with Peg Mannering begin to change his outlook
on life? After years of imprisonment, Spar unexpectedly finds hope through a chance encounter.
Discuss how a single meeting can sometimes alter the direction of a person’s life.

How do the different characters respond to Tom Perry’s apparent crime, and what do their
reactions reveal about responsibility and loyalty? Some characters rush to judgment while others
seek to understand what happened. Compare how loyalty, self-interest and social position
influence each person’s response.

How do wealth, reputation and social influence affect the way people are judged in the story?
Frederick Perry believes his family’s influence may protect his son from scandal.

Discuss whether wealth and social standing continue to influence public opinion and legal
outcomes today.

CHAPTER THREE: RETURNING TO COMMAND

Why does returning to the captain’s chair restore Captain Spar’s confidence and sense
of purpose? After years of imprisonment, Spar quickly resumes the responsibilities he once
carried with pride. Discuss how meaningful work can shape a person’s identity and self-
confidence.

Why does Folston continue judging Captain Spar by his past rather than his present actions?
Although Spar has demonstrated competence and leadership, some characters still see only his
criminal record. Discuss whether people should be defined permanently by past mistakes or given
opportunities for redemption.



How did experienced captains prepare for hurricanes before modern weather forecasting? As
a powerful storm approaches, Spar relies on observation and experience rather than technology.
What do you know about the skills sailors historically used to recognize dangerous weather at sea.

Can revenge ever provide true justice or lasting peace? Captain Spar’s desire for revenge
remains one of his strongest motivations. Discuss whether pursuing revenge ultimately helps or
hinders his search for justice.

At this point in the story, which character seems most trustworthy and which seems
least trustworthy? The novel provides clues about each character’s motives while still leaving many
questions unanswered. Support your conclusions with evidence from the story.

CHAPTER FOUR: TOWARD HURRICANE HILL

Why do mysterious places often become surrounded by legends and frightening stories?
Hurricane Hill has developed a reputation that influences the decisions of everyone who
hears about it. Compare this with famous historical locations that inspired myths, legends,
or ghost stories.

How does the engineer’s unexpected death change the course of the voyage? One unforeseen
event forces every character to adapt to new circumstances. Discuss other moments in history
where a single incident dramatically altered the outcome of a larger event.

Why does Captain Spar choose to sail toward Hurricane Hill despite the dangers? Spar must
weigh known risks against uncertain alternatives. Discuss how people make difficult decisions
when every available option involves danger.

CHAPTER FIVE: SECRETS WITHIN THE CASTLE

Why does the castle appear both fascinating and threatening when the group first discovers it?
'Throughout history, castles have often inspired stories of mystery, danger and hidden secrets.
Compare the atmosphere surrounding this castle with that of other famous castles known for

their legends.

How does Folston use charm, wealth and reputation to hide his true intentions? Appearances
can easily deceive both characters and readers. Discuss why some people conceal their motives
behind confidence, social status, or outward respectability.

CHAPTER SIX: REVENGE OR RESPONSIBILITY?
Why does Captain Spar hesitate to kill the Saint when he has the opportunity? Although

Spar has long sought revenge, the safety of others begins to influence his decisions. Discuss how
his priorities have changed since the beginning of the story.




How does the Saint manipulate people through fear, deception and false evidence? The
Saint relies on controlling what others believe rather than relying solely on the use of force.
Compare his methods with historical or modern examples of manipulation in politics, business,
or criminal organizations.

If you were trapped inside the castle, which qualities would be most important for survival?
Different characters contribute different strengths as the danger increases. Identify the personal
qualities that seem most valuable under these circumstances.

CHAPTER SEVEN: TURNING THE TABLES

What does Captain Spar’s repeated willingness to accept danger reveal about his character?
Rather than choosing the safest course, Spar repeatedly risks himself to protect others. Discuss
what motivates these decisions and how they reflect his growth throughout the novel.

Do people have a responsibility to help others even when doing so places themselves at
greater risk? Captain Spar and Peg disagree about whether they should attempt to rescue the
remaining captives. Discuss the ethical questions raised by their different viewpoints.

How does the reversal between hunters and hunted change the balance of power? Characters
who once seemed to control events suddenly become vulnerable themselves. Compare this
reversal with historical or literary examples where power shifted unexpectedly.

CHAPTER EIGHT: JUSTICE AND REDEMPTION

How does the Saint rely upon false appearances to carry out his plan? Throughout the story,
deception repeatedly shapes people’s choices. Discuss why appearances can sometimes be more
convincing than the truth itself.

What does Captain Spar’s willingness to act without expecting personal reward reveal about
his character? By the conclusion of the novel, Spar’s decisions are motivated by more than revenge
alone. Examine how his understanding of courage, responsibility and justice has changed.

Which characters are given opportunities to change the course of their lives, and what
determines whether they succeed? Throughout the story, several people face moments where they
can continue old patterns or choose a different future. Compare the decisions they make and
what those choices suggest about redemption and second chances.
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